The Poet and the Yogi

IT is quite natural for the poets to vaunt their
metier as the highest reach of human capacity
and themselves as the top of creation, it is also
natural for the intellectuals to run down the Yogi
or the Rishi who claims to reach a higher conscious-
ness than that which they conceive to be the summit
of human achievement. The poet lives still in the
mind and is not yet a spiritual seer, but he represents
to the human intellect the highest point of mental
seership where the imagination tries to figure and
embody in words its intuition of things, though that
stands far below the vision of things that can be
grasped only by spiritual experience. It is for that
the poet is exalted as the real seer and prophet
There is too, helping the idea, the error of the modern
or European mentality which so easily confuses the
mentalised vital or life being with the soul and the
idealising mind with spirituality. The poet imaging
mental or physical beauty is for the outer mind some-
thing more spiritual than the seer or the God-lover
experiencing the eternal peace or the ineffable
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